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Sincerely Susan 
Dear FCC Family, 

I’m thankful to be part of a church 

family deeply commi�ed to the long

-term spiritual, emo�onal and  

physical health of its pastors.  Every 

five years, FCC grants me a sabba�-

cal leave for this purpose.  The 

“Sabba�cal” is based on a Sabbath 

day of rest.  Its purpose is to 

strengthen my rela�onship with 

God and with Ron and then to  

return to ministry refreshed,  

recharged and renewed.  I hope 

you’ll join me in asking God to make 

this �me away valuable for both my 

family and our church. 

 

Here’s a recap of what I’ll be doing 

while away on sabba�cal: 

I will begin on Friday, September 6, 

with a full day orienta�on at  

Samford University, which has 

offered me a Pastoral Excellence 

Grant to help offset some of the 

expenses of the sabba�cal.  Then, 

on Saturday, I’ll board a plane and 

head up to Kansas to meet Ron.  I’ll 

be his “roadie” for four weeks, 

spending �me with him when he’s 

not working, and doing lots of read-

ing and res�ng in the mean�me.  

For the first two weeks in October, 

I’ll be at Brite Divinity School, re-

ceiving training in “Soul Repair”.  In 

mid-October, I’ll be back in North 

Alabama, doing a Private Retreat at 

Sacred Heart Monastery, along with 

Fall is a special season of the year. It is filled with the 

beauty of color, the cool autumn breeze, the excite-

ment of football and holidays to celebrate with family 

and friends. This Fall will be special for us as we share 

our lives with you as your interim ministers during 

Pastor Susan’s sabba�cal.  We are honored and excit-

ed for this opportunity. 

 

During the months of September through November, 

we will learn more about the power of hospitality. We 

will experience hospitality with one another at our 

Wednesday evening �mes together. In addi�on, we 

will learn how to welcome the stranger in our midst 

because our Lord Jesus said, "I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me." (Ma�hew 25:35) 

 

As we experience and learn the importance of  

hospitality, we will begin to prac�ce this art realizing 

God loves us and we are of supreme value. 

 

We look forward to serving the Lord with you at First 

Chris�an Church in Chris�an hospitality and generosi-

ty.  Blessings of joy to each of you as you prepared to 

send forth Pastor Susan to be renewed through her 

sabba�cal.  See you soon.  

 

Love and Joy,  

Edd and Mary Pat Spencer  

Sabba	cal Interims 

 

 

No Strangers Among Us! 

some directed study with a cou-

ple of professors at Samford, per-

sonal training at the gym, and 

counseling with a therapist.  I’ll 

be back in the office on Tuesday, 

November 12. 

 

While I am away, we are blessed 

to have Edd and Mary Pat Spen-

cer, our interim ministers, and 

Diane Stephenson, our new Asso-

ciate Minister, as well as our  

Elders  available to you for pasto-

ral care.  Since it is so important 

to my commitment to rest and 

renewal, I will not be receiving 

phone calls, texts, emails or Face-

book messages during the Sab-

ba�cal.  If an emergency arises, 

please call the church office, and 

Jean will make sure that it gets 

communicated to the appropri-

ate person.   

 

Thank you again for this wonder-

ful opportunity to renew, re-tool, 

and recharge.  I can’t wait to see 

what God’s got in store for all of 

us! 

Blessings, Pastor Susan 



District IV Meeting-VBS 
“On the Road”  

Highlighted 

Feas�ng on the Word:  Teaching the Revised 

Common Lec�onary is an innova�ve, ecumenical 

resource that explores one of the lec�onary  

passages each week. The age-appropriate curric-

ulum is available to Kindergarteners through 

Adults.  While not all of the Adult Sunday School 

classes will be u�lizing this curriculum, all age 

groups will be par�cipa�ng in this Bible study 

beginning on September 1.  Families will espe-

cially benefit from everyone studying the same 

passage and doing reflec�on together at home—

the BEST place for Chris�an Educa�on to hap-

pen! 

We are excited about offering this way of study-

ing the Bible together.  Come and join us at 9:30 

a.m. each Sunday! 

Cheryl McArthur,  

Chris	an Educa	on Ministry Coordinator 

Feasting on the Word:   
A New Sunday School  
Curriculum Offered this 

Fall for All Ages 

Please be pa�ent as it will take me some �me to learn each person’s name.  I 

am currently looking around to see where I would like to live, so at the  

present �me I am viewing different areas.  If you need to get in touch with  

me, please call or text me at (850)712-7202 or e-mail me at  

diane@fccmontgomery.org.  I should have a local number within the next few 

weeks.  Thanks to the many people who are scou�ng out places for me and 

taking �me from their already busy schedule to help. 

A li�le about my background: 

I was born and raised in N.C.   Most of my younger years – I a�ended a South-

ern Bap�st church.  I accepted Christ as my personal Lord and Savior at 13.  I 

moved to Pensacola, FL in 1977 and was introduced to the Chris�an Church 

the following year.  My husband (Tom Stephenson) is re�red from the Navy, 

works full �me and is a minister at First Chris�an Church of Robertsdale,  

Robertsdale, AL.  We have been married 33 years.  Between us, we have four 

grown children:  Mike, Michelle, Alicia and Richard.  We have 11 grandkids, 7 

great-grandkids and 2 more due shortly.   

I like working in a variety of ministries in the church.  I believe I’ve worked on 

almost every commi�ee in the church over the years and find that each has a 

special giM for the church.  My passion is seeing people accept Christ as their 

Savior.   I enjoy reaching outside the walls of the church and having others see 

the love of God in us as we seek to welcome them.  I look forward to working 

with you as we share our giMs, �me and talents with each other and with the  

neighborhood. I am excited about being a part of this great team.  

 Blessing, Pastor Diane 

Our quarterly District IV Mee�ng will 

be held on Saturday, September 28 at 

11:00 a.m. at Big Union Chris�an 

Church located at 901 Dickey Road, 

Letohatchee, AL.  The program for the 

day will be on our VBS “On The Road”.  

Folks wanted to know more about it 

and how it went.  If you might be 

available to share your reflec�ons, 

please let Pastor Diane know.   

Hello to all!   

Since the first conversa�on with Dr. Susan  

Diamond, I have an�cipated this day.  I have had 

the wonderful opportunity to meet many of the 

friends and family of First Chris�an, Montgomery.   

Home Grown Hospitality 

 Wednesdays Star	ng  

September 11 

5:45 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

All ages (nursery for children 5 and 

under provided) 

A fun �me of growing in  

rela�onship through 

Fun 

Food 

 Fellowship 

Meals provided by Sandra Cusey 

Adults $7, Twelve years and under $4 

Two years and under free 

IT IS REALLY GREAT  
TO BE HERE! 

Congregational  
Breakfast September 8 

Make plans to be at church for a congrega-

�onal breakfast prepared by our Disciples 

Men’s Group.  We will meet at 9:00 a.m.  

on Sunday, September 8th followed by a  

combined Adult Sunday School with  

Rev. John Lambert teaching. 

Super Seniors 

Our seniors will meet August 

26th at 11:00 a.m. Please 

make plans to come and start 

off our new year.  We will have 

lunch, fellowship, make plans 

for the coming months and just 

have fun. 

Deb Batson, Anne6e Thacker 

Nurture  Ministry Coordinators 

 



Disciples Door to Door will be visi�ng John 

Knox Manor on September 21st.  We will 

meet there at 9:00 a.m. at 4401 Narrow 

Lane Road in Montgomery. 

Please join us to bless and be blessed.  Small 

dogs are welcome to help us visit. 

Please contact Alexine Saunders at 334-220-9942 if you 

have ques�ons. 

Disciples Door to Door 

It is the vision of Reconcilia�on Minis-

try to build just communi�es by break-

ing down the walls within our church 

which separate us.  We claim a new 

reality in which we live into God’s 

realm by celebra�ng our unity, affirm-

ing the cultural tradi�ons of each 

member of the body of Christ and 

working together for jus�ce to ensure 

radical welcome and access to God’s abundant  

resources.  We envision a Church in which all communi-

�es are accountable to one another and God.   

(taken from www.reconcilia�onministry.org) 

We will receive our special Reconcilia�on Offering at FCC 

Montgomery on September 29th. 

Reconciliation Ministry Offering 

 Upcoming Retreats 

We will be hos	ng Family Promise September 15-22.   

Family Promise is an empowerment project that assists 

homeless families during their transi�on into sustained 

housing.  Families will reside at First Chris�an Church  

during our host week, offering us the opportunity to work 

in fellowship by extending the warmth and caring of this 

congrega�on to our visi�ng friends. 

Many volunteers are needed for the host week.  Please 

sign up at the Informa�on Desk to volunteer. 

Please contact Kelly Colson at kcolson9601@gmail.com or 

334-409-2327 if you have ques�ons or just need more 

informa�on. 

Young Adult Beach Retreat 
Renewal, Fun and Rela	onship Building 

October 11-13, 2013 

At the “Lighthouse” Chris�an Retreat and  

Conference Center 

233 Perdido Beach Blvd, Orange Beach, AL  

 

More informa�on and registra�on at the  

Informa�on Board. 

Disciples Women Fall Retreat 
‘Here I am, Lord’ 

AL/NW FL Disciple Women’s Fall Retreat 

Camp Chandler, Wetumpka, AL 

October 11-13, 2013 

Resource Leader:  LaVerne Thorpe 

Interna�onal Disciples Women’s Ministries  

Vice President 

More informa�on and registra�on at the  

Informa�on Board. 

Music Notes 
• The chancel choir starts back rehearsals on September 

4
th
 at 6:30 pm.  On September 11

th
 we will begin  

rehearsals at 7:15 pm, aMer the Wednesday night  

programs.  

• This is an invita�on to anyone who would like to sing 

to come join us. 

• The choir is planning to do a Christmas cantata this 

year and prac�ce for this will be included on  

Wednesdays also – more concentrated closer to 

Christmas.  Listening CDs and music will be available 

soon. 

• The “Charming Chimers” had a planning mee�ng in 

July to discuss the melody chimes and how oMen to 

prac�ce, play and types of music.  Since people are 

stretched in so many direc�ons it was decided to have 

chimes three �mes per year.  With that said, the chim-

ers plan to prac�ce in October/November and then 

play at a service in November. Dates and �mes for 

rehearsals will be announced later.   

Please see me with any comments or ques�ons.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 VBS “On the Road” a HUGE Success 

 


